
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF NAVARINO 

 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

W6106 Navarino Road,  

Shiocton, WI  54170 
 

Church Office:   

(715) 758-8312 

Office hours are: Tuesday after-

noons 

In case of a Emergency call 

Glen Peebles at (715)584-3029  
 

Church E-Mail:   

Ascensionavarino@gmail.com 
 

Church website:  

www.ascensionavarino.com 

 

Pastor Mark Sabin 
715-340-3670-Cell 
Or 715-445-2097-Home 
 
Visitation Pastor 
Marcia Sabin 

  Your Church Council 
Glen Peebles, President       (715) 584-3029 
Lisa Wollenberg, Treasurer    (920) 525-2024 
Dawn Dingeldein, Secretary    (920) 639-1183 
Brad Schuelke, Vice President    (920) 659-2402 
Greg Schoettler      (920) 984-3057 
Jody Kuhn-Kauffman     (715) 584-1777 
 

The council usually meets the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm.  You are welcome to attend. 
Please Note the next council meeting will be Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 6:00 pm. 

The “Visitor” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joyfully, we invite and equip all  people  to share Christ’s love”    
The Mission Statement of Ascension Lutheran Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 

January 21, 2024 



MESSAGE FROM THE PAS TOR 

             
JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

 

    We hope you had a very blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! Christmas is the 

holy season for the Christian Church as the promised Messiah was born and met us 

face to face. The baby boy grew up to be a man; the Son of God/Son of Man. He saves 

us from our sin. This is why we take time to worship him for we are a frail and fallen humanity 

which we cannot save ourselves. 

 Christmas is the one day that we set aside to remember the birth of the King over all things. 

Christmas is a day to remember that the Sovereign kept his promise of sending the Messiah to save 

his people. His steadfast love and faithfulness is enduring and this is his abundant grace for us. 

 Now, we enter the New Year of 2024. How time flies; it certainly did for me. This New Year 

brings anticipation of good things to occur. 

 The church with God’s grace must continue the work that Jesus commanded us to do. We 

enter a New Year and those who come to believe in Jesus as Savior become a New creation. 

No matter what your station in life is, there is a time when God says; “Be still and know that I am 

God.” We live in a fast moving society. We are busy with our jobs and the New Year wanes away 

becoming just another year. 

 On New Year’s Eve we watch the crystal ball count down to the seconds until midnight, if 

you stay up that late. Besides, we watch an hour after this occurs. Who likes a rerun? Imagine living 

in the West on Pacific Time. 

 This is about family time and friends; entertaining your company with snacks and eggnog or 

your beverage of choice. Watching football, making New Years resolutions, of which I cannot 

keep. 

 Whatever you enjoy, make a festive holiday of it. How grateful to see a loved one you do not 

see often. Enjoy, “for this is the day that the LORD has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

 

Blessings, Pastors Marcia and Mark ╬ 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Sunday Mornings at 8:30 am 
Monday Nights at 6:30 pm 

Tuesdays Mornings at 9:00 am 



C H U R C H  MA I L    T H A N K YOU’S    C H U R C H  NE W S  

 
Thank you to Navid Kienast for her months 
of service as the Parish Administrator in 

2023. 
________ 

 
Thank you to Rita Olson for her service as 

the Chair of Finance Committee.  
________ 

 

Thank you for all the prayers 

for us and for the financial 

donations you have made to 

our ministry! 

Phil & EJ Blohm and Sons 

 

Rita Olson would like to thank everyone 
who donated to Homme Home recently. 
The following items were sent to Homme 
Home from Ascension members that donat-
ed money and from a Thrivent Action card: 
 

9 sleds  6 wallets 
4 watches  3 pairs of gloves 
2 games  Rubik’s Cubes 

Thank you to all who helped in any 
way with the Christmas Program 

“Christmas Road Trip” on Decem-
ber 17.  The children did a great job 
retelling the Christmas story of Je-

sus birth. A special thank you to  
Toni Klemp, Rita Olson, Patty Lo-

renz, Kris Jensen, Sarah Olson, Terri 
Erb  and Ezra Erb for all their time 

and talents.  

Meet Our New Parish Administrator 

 Hi everyone! My name is Denise Klemp 

(Schuelke) aka “DeeDee”.  If you worship 

regularly on Sunday mornings, you have seen 

me singing and/or playing the piano in front 

of the church with the Praise Team. I have 

been making music all my life and am in my 

25th year as the Music Teacher at St. Ed-

ward Catholic School in Mackville.  

 I grew up in Navarino and was bap-

tized and confirmed at Ascension. I am mar-

ried to Doug and we have 3 adult children. 

We live in Black Creek with our adult son and 

2 cats who think they own our house. As a 

family we worshiped at Emmanuel in Sey-

mour then at First English in Appleton. A 

few years ago  I returned to Ascension alt-

hough I feel I never really left.  I’m happy 

to be back! 

 I ask that you 

please be patient with 

me as I learn all the 

aspects of this job. 

Thank you! 

A special thank you to all those 
who purchased poinsettias to 
decorate our sanctuary this 

Christmas Season. You may take 
them home anytime. 



Tree Un-Trimming 
 

The Youth will be un-
trimming the  

Christmas tree in Church 
after worship on Sun-
day, January 7, 2024.  

Anyone is welcome to help. 

Lefse Making and Sale 

You are invited to sign up to help 

make lefse on Saturday, January 20, 

2024 at 8:00-11:30 am. Preorders 

were taken up until January 1st. If 

you preordered, pickup will be availa-

ble on Sunday, January 21, 2024 

Annual Meeting Notice 
The Ascension Lutheran Church   

annual meeting will be held immedi-

ately after worship on Sunday, January 

21, 2024. There will be a potluck meal 

in conjunction with the meeting. Please 

bring a dish to pass. 

Home Devotionals:  
“Our Daily Bread” 

 

For December, January,  
February 

 
Are available on the table by the  

library. Large print books are also available.  
 

There is a box for a monetary donation to  
contribute toward the cost of the book. 

Sunday school 
2nd and 4th Sunday of each 

month at 8:30am 
See Rita Olson for information 

CHURCH NEWS 

Dartball   

Mondays at 7:30 pm   

(New players welcome)   
          
 **See Darrel Klemp if interested in playing 
all or some weeks.  All are Welcome! 

 

Focus Items for  

January 2024 

        
      Saltine Crackers 

Stock The Pantry Shelves - help us 
stock the shelves with items that help 

provide for families in need in our 
communities.  

 
Remember… it never needs to be a 

brand name! 
 



CHURCH NEWS—FINANCIALS 

The Finance Committee is  
looking for  

additional members 
 

The Finance Committee meets quarter-
ly to review upcoming CDs that are 

maturing,  current financial status and 
set the budget for the upcoming year. 
If you are interested, please contact 

Glen Peebles, Brad Schuelke or Lisa 
Wollenberg 

Our January benevolence will go to: 
 

Martin Luther Congregation of  
Saldus, Latvia 

Ascension Budget 
 

Council would like the 
membership to be aware of our finan-
cial status on a month to month basis. 

Below is where we are at after  
November of  2023. 

 

YTD Income received: $72,150.13 
YTD Expenses paid out: $71,099.22 
YTD we are $1,050.91 in the black income 
vs. expenses. 

Church Offering 
Did you know you can have 
your weekly offering sent to 

the church through your bank? If you bank 
online all you need to do is go to your online 
bank account. In the bill pay section click on 

add a company or person and type in the 
name and address of Ascension. Once we 

are added as an account you can set up auto 
pay and automatically have your bank send 

us a check on a regular basis. 

The Scrip Gift Card Program has proven to be a 
great source of income.  All proceeds go to the 
Special Projects Fund.  2023 Net Profit through 
December 17th is $1,695.40.   
 

Thank you to everyone who purchased gift 
cards this year! 

 

There are sheets on the table in back of church list-
ing the gift cards available.  Current stock is based 
on the top selling cards, however, anything on the 
sheet can be obtained in two weeks or less. 
Just fill out the sheet and/or let Carrie Daoust or 
Denise in the office know what you would like 
and an order will be placed.  Cards can be pur-
chased Sundays after church or anytime during 
office hours. 
 
Top selling cards this year are as follows and what 
we will continue to have in stock. 
 
Woodman’s - $50 & $100 
BP Gas - $50 
Shell Gas - $50 & $100 
Kwik Trip - $25, $50 & $100 plus $25 Grocery 
Only 
Fleet Farm - $25, $50 & $100 
Wal-Mart - $25, $50 & $100 
Subway - $10 
Culvers - $10 

SCRIP FINANCIAL REPORT 

                    2023 

  SALES PROFIT 

JAN $2,030.00 $103.50 

FEB $3,230.00 $174.80 

MAR $2,425.00 $146.25 

APR $2,785.00 $161.25 

MAY $1,000.00 $52.50 

JUNE $3,285.00 $158.13 

JULY $2,320.00 $128.30 

AUG $3,065.00 $174.85 

SEPT $1,880.00 $129.30 

OCT $2,145.00 $97.10 

NOV $2,610.00 $155.73 

DEC $4,310.00 $213.70 

TOTAL $31,085.00 $1,695.40 



 

CHURCH NEWS 

January 
2024 

 

 
Communion 

Helper 

 
Reader 

 

Money  
Counter 

 

January 7 
9:30 am 

Linda Bubolz Ezra Erb Glen Peebles 

January 14 
9:30 am 

 Dave Rohrer Darrel Klemp Phyllis Peebles 

January 21 
9:30 am 

 Pastor Marcia 
Sabin 

Chris Schley Rita Olson 

January 28 
9:30 am 

Carrie Daoust 
 

Denelle Daniiels 
 

Ruthann  
Meiers 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

If you would like to help out with any of the above tasks, please call the church office  
(715-758-8312) and we will add your name to the list.  If you are unable to be here on the date you are 

assigned, please find a replacement.  Thank you. 

A special thank you goes out to the following for purchasing poinset-
tias to decorate our sanctuary this Christmas Season. 

 

Given By:     In Memory Of: 
 
Steve and Kris Jensen    John and Esther Wilkinson 
Joanne Johnson     Jim Johnson, Helen Horvath 
Glen and Phyllis Peebles   Ken and Dorothy Peebles, George Delzer 
Lon and Nancy Hilliker   Ashley Reinke 
Everett Olson     Myrna Olson, Sue Olson 
Terry and Jean Conradt   Webb and Nora Conradt 
Scott and Lisa Wollenberg   Dorothy, Mille and Leila Wollenberg 
Pastors Mark and Marcia Sabin  Harley Halverson, Norbert Sabin 
Marlene Westgor and family  Bob Westgor 
 

Given By:      
 
Denelle Daniels  



  
 NAME       DATE 
 
Everly Homan  1/4 
Steve Thomas  1/6  

Sarah Wilber  1/11 
Helga Kuhnke  1/15 
Xander Pues  1/15 
Dean Hillsberg  1/17 
Mandy Hartlaben 1/17 
David Richter  1/17 
Lon Hilliker  1/19 
Hayden Ehrle  1/20 
Jack Johnson  1/21 
Lois Rohrer  1/22 
Merle Olson  1/24 
Beck Pues   1/25 
Gregg Christianson 1/27 
Denise Klemp  1/29 
Jodi Hoberg  1/29 

Happy Anniversary 
 

1/13 Francis & Ioline Nitzske  
(Married 62 years) 



“CHRISTMAS ROADTRIP” PHOTOS 



CHURCH NEWS 

Ascension’s 150th Anniversary 
Planning is well underway for our year-long 150th anniversary celebration in 2024!! 

We will kick off the New Year with a traditional Norwegian activity of making lefse. We will be taking 

preorders only so an order sheet will be out sometime in November. We also have a sign-up sheet so 

people can help us make lefse in January.  

Throughout the year we will have information in the newsletter about our history and also old articles on our 

bulletins boards. We also want to highlight the many benevolences we support by featuring them during the 

worship service on a monthly basis. We plan on having the youth and any adult members sing for shut-ins 

sometime in the Spring of the year so watch the announcements for that.  In October during the Polka service 

we want to hold a reunion Sunday and invite all past and present members to attend. Since our church was 

officially organized on November 26, 1874 we plan to hold a special worship service on November 3rd and 

invite back all our past pastors. There will also be a dinner after the service with historical pictures to view. 

We also plan to have a memento of our 150th anniversary available for purchase. This is just an overview of 

the plans with more details to follow as we get closer to 2024.  

1874   Ascension Anniversary Calendar of Events   2024 
 

January 20 – Lefse making and sale.  There is a sign-up sheet if  you wish to learn how to make lefse and 
 help. 
 
February – A memento will be available for purchase. 
 
April – Sing to the shut-ins.  All are welcome to join—young and old alike! More info will be available 
 when we are closer to the date. 
 
September—We will have a Remembrance Sunday where we will show videos of past years after the  
  worship service. 
 
October – We will have a Polka service and a reunion Sunday.  We will invite past & present members with 
 a fellowship following the worship service.                                  
 
November – November 26, 1874 our church was officially organized.  We will have a special worship ser-
 vice on November 3, 2024.  We are inviting past pastors to join us. A chicken dinner will be served 
 after the service to celebrate 150 years. 
 
Other projects that will be happening during the year: 
 
We have asked all the Benevolences we support through-out the year to come and tell us how our financial 
support benefits them. 
 
In the visitor we be putting some in some “Way Back When” articles every month. 
   
The bulletin boards will be changed every month with different pictures and articles from the past. 
 
We are checking into putting articles in the local papers. 
 
Watch “The Visitor” for further updates. 
 
The Committee 
Bonnie, Kris, Denelle, Jean, Everett, Glen and Phyllis 



C O U N C I L  M I N UT E S  

Ascension Lutheran Church, Navarino 
Council Minutes December 20, 2023 

 
Council Members: Glen Peebles, Dawn Dingeldein, Lisa Wollenberg, Greg Schoettler, Brad Schuelke, 
Pastor Mark Sabin, Pastor Marcia Sabin. Absent: Jody Kauffman 
 
Call Meeting to Order: 6:00pm 
 
Prayer and Devotion: by Pastor Mark. 
 
Pastor’s Report: December 2023 one member phone visit. Four member home and communion visits. 
Three Tuesday morning bible studies. One funeral for Bonnie Marciniak. 
Continued curriculum development for Jr high, Tuesday am bible study. Preparation for Wednesday lenten 
services.  
 
Approval of November Minutes: 1st by Lisa, 2nd Greg 
 
Treasurer’s report: Income for month of November: $5,535.00, Expenses for November: $7,755.30.  In-
come exceeding expenses is at $1,050.91. Project fund income for November: Loud offering $162.12, Fel-
lowship-Hunter’s breakfast $102.00, Script card sales $2,265.00 Misc. donation $270.00, Eggs $19.00, cor-
rection of $8.03 (-) . Thriven choice $30.00. Total income for November $2,840.09  Script card expenses: 
$2,182.80. Total Available for projects: $64,405.91. Report approved 1st Brad, 2nd Greg. 
 
Accumulative totals since June 2018 
Amazon smile rebate: $420.93 
Kwik Trip Rebate: $526.63 
Loud offering $9,010.62 
Thrivent choice: $9,743.00 
Candy Bars $3,676.20 
CD interest $1,547.12 
 
New Business: 
Council will be needing 2 new members. Council meets once a month on Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm. 
Please notify any council member or the church administrator if you can help us out and serve on council.  
 
Old Business:150th anniversary committee will be meeting February 6th at 6:00pm. 
 
Worship: 2/14 is Ash Wednesday.  
 
Property: damper motor needs to be replaced by Montour. Ordered and should be replaced soon. Damper 
problem caused an overuse of propane. Meter also not registering correctly. Montour is now monitoring pro-
pane levels. 
 
Fundraising updates: Fish Fry will be held Friday 3/15.  A planning meeting is being held 12/30.  
 
Next meeting: January 17, 2024 at 6:00 pm 
 
Annual meeting: Sunday, January 21, 2024 following service.  
 
Meeting adjournment: 7:10 pm 
1st Lisa, 2nd Greg. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Dawn Dingeldein, Secretary 

 



 

F U N D R A I S IN G  

There are VandeWalle’s 
candy bars on the table 
by the library for sale. 

They are a $1.25 each. Please put your money in the 
envelope in the box.  

 
If you want to sell  at your place of employment or 

another business, please see Toni Klemp. All profits 

Looking for Thrivent Members 
Any Thrivent member is  eligible to 
apply for two $250 Thrivent action 
cards per year which can be used to 

as seed money for our fundraisers or 
for community service projects. We 

will help you with the application 
process and completing your final  
report for any project you my be 

involved with. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Scrip Cards continue to be available for 
purchase. This program has been a good 

source of revenue for Ascension.  
 

Shell cards are our most profitable at 10%  
profit.  Woodman’s & Fleet Farm, 5%  and 
Kwik Trip 5-10%.There are now $25 Gro-

cery Cards available for purchase for 
which we received 15%  

rebate.  
 

All proceeds go to the Special Projects 
Fund  

Thank you for supporting this pro-
gram.  You are making a difference!  

 
If you would like to purchase cards during 
the week please call or text Lisa Wollen-
berg at 920-676-6922 to arraign a time to 

meet at church. 

Fundraising Committee 
 

Do you have a fundraising idea? We have a new 
form for you to complete and give to the Fundrais-

ing Committee. You can pick up a copy on the 
SCRIP table in Church. 

 
Committee members: Dawn Dingeldein, Ruthann 

Meiers, Lois Rohrer. Fundraising supports the 
Church's Special Projects Fund.  

Save the date 
For the 4th Annual Fish Fry! 

 
 Friday March 15, 2024 



If you have something you would like to have included in the “Visitor”,  
please have the information to the church office by the third Sunday of the month. 

Prayers for those ill, injured or hospitalized: 
Alice Mueller, Janice Waush, Dave & Sally Richter,  Linda Ogi, Pat Zuiches,   
Mark Mueller,  Dave Ort,  Dylan Mueller,  David Doucette, Allan Berreitter,  
Beck & Rosie Pues, Bob Singler,  Arnie Kloes,  Reba Power,  Tim Rohrer,   

Jackson Kloes,  Geri Anderson, Mark Stevens 

V I A  DE  C R I S T O NE W S ,  P R A YE R S A N D O N LI NE  S E RV IC E S IN F O R M A T IO N  

Via de Cristo News 

 
Northern Light Via de Cristo:  

Spring 2024 weekend will be March 7-10, 2024 at  
   Forest Spring Camp, Westboro, WI  

Online Worship Services 
 

Even as Ascension offers in-person worship services, the 
weekly services are also broadcast live through Facebook 
Live and then published to Ascension's Facebook page for 

later viewing. 
 

****GOOD NEWS****  
YOU DO NOT NEED A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT TO VIEW THE LIVE STREAM SERVICES ON THE 

CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE.  Ascension's Facebook page is public, so anyone with internet or Wi-Fi  
capabilities may view it.  It will appear that you will have to log in once you get to Ascension’s Facebook 

page, but all you have to do is click the “x” on the top of the page  and then you can view any service. 
 

 You may use the link below: 
 

Ascension's website for services online:  http://www.ascensionavarino.com/sermons.html 
 

The services are also audio-recorded onto CD's when possible and delivered to the homes of those without 
internet who are unable to attend worship. 

A Prayer for the New Year 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Dear Lord, I look forward to the good plans you have for my life this 
year. No matter what each day holds, I know all will be well because 

you are always with me.  

http://www.ascensionavarino.com/sermons.html


 
MISSIONARY NEWS 



WAY BACK WHEN 



 

T H I S  A N D T H AT  

 RECIPE OF THE MONTH  - Salsa Chicken 
Ingredients: 
 2 lbs. boneless skinless chicken 

breasts 
 2 oz. taco seasoning (two 1-oz. 

packets) 
 24 oz. jar salsa 

 Put chicken breasts in the crockpot. Sprinkle 
with taco seasoning and pour the salsa over 
the top. 

 Cook on high for 4 hours or low for 8 hours 
 Shred the chicken. Serve with rice or in tortil-

la shells. 



January  2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                                           1 New Year’s Day 

No Bible Study 

2  
 
No Bible Study 

3 4 5 

 

6 

 7 Epiphany 

 

8:30am Bible Study 9:30am 
Worship with Phil and EJ 
Blohm from A.I.M. 
After worship - Un-decorate 
Tree  
 
 
 

8 
 
6:30pm Bible study 
7:30pm Men’s Dart-
ball @ Seymour UM 
 
  
 
 
 

9 
 
9:00am Bible study 
 

10 
 
6:30pm Confirma-
tion and Sunday 
School 

11 
 
 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

 14  
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
    

8:30am Bible Study  
8:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship  
   
 
    
 

15 

 
 
6:30pm Bible study 
7:30pm Men’s Dart-
ball @ Ascension 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 
9:00am Bible study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

 
 
4-6pm Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry  
6:00pm Council 
Mtg.  
6:30pm Confirma-
tion and Sunday 
School 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

20 

 
8:00am Lefse Mak-
ing 
9-11am Loaves & 
Fishes food Pantry  
 
 
 

 21  
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 
8:30am Bible Study  
9:30am Worship 
After worship Potluck and       
Annual Meeting 
 
 
 

22 
 
6:30pm Bible study 
7:30pm Men’s Dart-
ball @ Cicero  
Lutheran 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
9:00am Bible study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
6:30pm Confirma-
tion and Sunday 
School 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

 28  
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

8:30am Bible Study  
8:30am Sunday School 
9:30am Worship  
 
 
 
 

29 

 
6:30pm Bible study 
7:30pm Men’s Dart-
ball @ Ascension 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
9:00am Bible study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
6:30pm Confirma-
tion and Sunday 
School 

  
 
 
 

  


